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REFERENCE(S)

A, EBGFA 24776, dated 12 January 1959
B. FROB 3622, dated 5 March 1959
€. DIR 15931, dated 9 March 1959

1. ¥We will not forward a request for reneval of Project ARMAREN to the approving
authority because, basing our cpinion on the material forwarded in reference A and in
the progress repoxts, we do not find sufficient Justification for renewal, either in
‘past accomplishment or in future potential. More detailed reasoms are given in the
following parugraphs. Instesd of a renewal we are requesting an extenaion to 31 Augnst
1959, on which date the project will termimate, unless in the mesntime there is sufe
" ficient new activity or new to warrant sulmizsion of a nev field project out~
line. During the extension period we msk you to evkluate 's comtacts in order
to determine which are worth preserving; and to devise mesns for the trensfer of such
essets. We also would like to know what problems you expeet to encouter in terminating
, and what termination arrangement you would suggest. In the request for
extension we are asking for $ C for the remainder of FY 1959, 1.e., 1 March 1959
to 30 June 1959, and § . for FY 1960.

2. mrrmmfqueqmsterdMJmmmz

a. In practice the project has been bagsed on exploiting the Baltie
emigration far legal contacts with Latvia., Most of the emigres in .
Germany are still there because they cannot emigrate to other coumtries
due to security reasons or poor health. We also believe that s large
mmxber of these Baltic emigres, sven if they received permission to visit
the USSR, would be very reluctant to take the risk of plaging themselves
under the physieal control of the Soviet regime sgain. Therefore, the
extrexely small potential of REDSKIN travel using emdgres does not Justify
the cost of Project ABMARSH expenditures, - -

b. It 1s a fact that both the RIS and the UPSWING are alao intercsted
in these Baltic emigres. ¥he emigres have been used for intelligence

purposes by the AlIS, the RIS, the SMOTH, and the UPSWING ever simee the
end of World Wer II. We feel that the FI potential of these emigres has
been pretiy wvell exhausted by this time without achieving any noticeable
positive results, and that ve will encoumter the RIS or UPSWING vhenever
we begin spotting and recruiting in this milieu.

c. W/lmmmmmuutmmmwofaam
projeat, for he 1is lmown to UPSWING ns an ATB sgent as ctated in RGFA 25291,
ammmgse,muumomw‘mmunmmt

as stated in EQPA 24356, dated 24 Hovember 1958. Becamuse of this, you
suggested a "cooling off" period Bor ARMARSH/1, as stated per EGFA 24965,
dated 26 Jamuary 1959.

d. Project AEMARGEH activities bave produced a number of positive intel-
ligence reports during the past project year. The Reports Staff “Review
of Positive Intelligence Production from Project ABMARSH for the period

1 February 1958 to 1 February 1959” indicate that AEMARSH produstion was
at best of marginal value, and that as much was left out of each of
ARMARSH/1's intelligence reports as could have comveniently been included.
As 8 result, espeeially interesting topics have lscked the desirable
authenticating detail of how the information was acqguired by the source,
and more exact estimamtes of pumbers of individuals, installations, and
objects. The comparing of previously collected imtelligemce information
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vith what source knows about similar topics, and in some instances the same

bring up to date ouxr hold-
 J m

not sesm to have the curicsity and "nose for news® that is required of a

debriefer or elicitar. Almost 1009 of these reports are debriefing reports

of returnees, defectors, escapess edd one vigitor from the Latvian GSR.

, this type of imtelligence gatherimg, which bhas taken 50% of
W'sm, should be handled under Project AERCPLANE or by CAREZONE.

e. As you have indicated per BOFA 20965, dated 26 Jamuary 1959, AEMARSH/L

(2) The development and recruttmemt of T 7 L 3 L1
[ 3T 3 £ 7 took place in 1956 or 1957, vith the only exception
of ¢ j'homdznlopdaunemimhm_& '

{3) Although ABMARSH/) was in the process of recruiting —
(subject of DIR 33918) for a mission to recruit comtrolled assets in
the Latvian S8R, and [ ] eatuslly 414 perform the intended travel,
we requested that due vo security feotars. as outliced in DIR 33321,
you slionld disecomtimue comtact with O 1. prior to subjeet'’s trip
to USSR. As it was expeoted, ([ . sdmttisd upom her return from
Latvian S8R that she had been recruited by the MIS. Ia other words,
credit canm hardly be claimed for this case as a REPEKIN speratiom.

(6) ABMARIH/1 d1a participate in the recruitment of a

» & 's activities were privarily CB activities and aid

not comtribute anyihing to ths cbjectives of Project ABMARSH. Again,

there was no positive sccomplishment in terms of claime made for the
project. .

(7) APMARSH/1 @eveloped for recruitment as & & ot the gub-
Jeot of EGFA 21799, who, while working for the Latvian {Baigre) Red
Cross in the Federal Republic of Cermany, imterviews escapeea, de-
fectors and Volksdewtacher returnees from the Leatvian 88R. Although
we know little about your intemticn for this persom, his recruitment
would not appear to require the retenticnm of ARMARSH/1.

3. The agents and sctivities developed by AEMARSH/) and the case officers in the
field and at Headquarters have been or are about to be transferred to other curremt or
new projects, or are to be handled as developmental activities until the agent or ac-
tivity will varrent sybmitiing & new project or operatiomal plan., The following
changes have been of:l\ﬁ&mt to be effected:

8. ARHAVEHVE/L has been transferred to o new Project AESAWKEYE effective
1 October 1958.

b. [ A wvas tranaferred to Project AECONPASS ag T Aom
1 October 1958. :
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c. E

d (also knowm as

vﬂlbetmtmedtoam

Projeet AEPHARGS with a retroactive date of 1 Narch 1959.

d. ABMARGH/15, who is a support agent of Frankfurt Operations Base, is
t0 be supported through 0OA funds until regular utilization of his sexrvices
uummnmmmonmum'-mmmmnuuu.

3. We request infurmation concerning your suggestions and idess about the termi-
mation of ARMARSH/1, If there are justificaticms for remeval that d1d mot appesr in
mm}wtmlmta&mﬁmnpmlwuthmuamwwmtﬁty
indicated for 1, we request that a new project outlime supporting
mznuumhbemxmmwm w,nmmumtmum
at the end of the axtension pericd. _

2 April 1959 .,
Distridbution: : -
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